ATWATER PARK CENTER

HOME-BASED PROGRAM

PARENT HANDBOOK

OUR PHILOSOPHY

APC has a relationship-based, sensory oriented program that uses play as the medium for learning. We work with the parent and child employing an emergent curriculum that follows the interests of the child, using the teacher and parent as facilitators. A wide variety of toys and materials are available for the child, and the teacher acts as guide, giving support when needed to ensure the child can participate and develop. The parent-child relationship is at the heart of each visit as teacher, parent, and child teach one another about the most appropriate learning environment for the child. 

GOALS:

1. Assist the parent in how to connect and work with his/her child.

2. Help each child develop a positive self image, emotional independence, and self confidence.

3. Help each child develop healthy and positive relationships with other children and significant adults.

4. Assist each child to develop innate creativity, self-help skills and problem solving skills.

5. Help each child develop cognitive and communication skills. 

6. Help each child develop physical capacity and competence.

7. Encourage the family to play and learn together. 

GENERAL INFORMATION
ADMISSIONS

All forms in the enrollment packet should be completed during your child’s first home visit. Immunizations must be current for diphtheria, whooping cough, tetanus, polio, MMR, Hib, and Hepatitis B (See attached form.), as the teachers go from home to home and could expose other children. If you choose not to immunize your child for religious or personal reasons, you must tell the office and sign a standard waiver.  Signing the waiver indicates your understanding that during an outbreak of one of the above specified diseases, your child will not receive visits for the duration of the outbreak A form to be filled out by your doctor is included with the enrollment forms.

HOURS OF OPERATION

Atwater Park Center schedules home visits from 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.

The following holidays are observed yearly:


Fourth of July


Labor Day


Columbus Day


Veteran’s Day


Thanksgiving and day after


1 week at Christmas through New Years


Martin Luther King Jr. Day


President’s Day


Cesar Chavez Day


Day after Easter


Memorial Day

In addition to the above listed holidays, any day declared to be a national holiday by the President of the United States shall also be declared an authorized holiday. When any authorized holiday falls on a Saturday or Sunday, the preceding or following business day respectively shall be considered as a holiday. A school calendar is given out each July giving the exact dates.
GENERAL POLICIES

Establishing and maintaining a professional relationship between the Early Intervention Teacher and the child’s family is critical to a successful intervention. Atwater Park Center (APC) asks parents, caregivers, and teachers to uphold the following professional standards:

· A parent or caregiver is required to be present and accessible at all times while services are provided. This may be either in a home or community setting.

· A parent or caregiver should actively participate with the client and teacher during the session.

· Clients, their families and Home Visit teachers cannot engage in “dual relationships” (e.g., a teacher cannot baby-sit for your family, connect on social networks such as facebook, or establish friendship with family members) while employed as your child’s home teacher.

· The teacher cannot accept any payment from the family or caregiver for services provided.

· If a parent or caregiver needs to leave for any reason prior to the end of the client’s session, the session will end at the time of the parent or caregiver’s departure.

· If an outing is scheduled to take place during a session, the teacher will not transport the client and parent/caregiver in his or her own vehicle, nor ride in any vehicle belonging to the client’s family/caregiver. The teacher must always meet the client and their family at the location where the outing is to occur.

· Any schedule changes must be made through Bertha in the APC office. Our office phone number is (323) 666-1377.

· Please call the office if your child is sick or you will not be home during the scheduled time. The office will call your teacher. A make-up time can be scheduled.

· Your child’s development will be assessed after a month of visits and he/she will be re-assessed every six months.  Your teacher and one other staff member will perform the assessment.  

· All APC employees are mandated reporters of child abuse. If during the course of providing services, the teacher suspects or witnesses any type of child abuse or neglect, the employee is required by law to report such abuse or neglect to the proper authorities. 

If you have concerns about your APC home-based teacher, please don’t hesitate to speak to him/her directly or call Bertha at our office: (323) 666-1377. 

